[Infective risks blamed on hospital waste. Epidemiologic reality or sanitary fiction?].
This revision is a reflection on the infectious risks of the hospital waste. According to Center for Disease Control there is no epidemiologic or microbiologic evidence to suggest that most waste from hospitals is any more infective than residential waste. There is no documented epidemiologic evidence that current health care related waste disposal practices have ever caused disease in the community. Only sharps and microbiological cultures are potentially infectious, but they constitute a small part of the total hospital waste and they must be autoclaved. Incineration is not a safe method for the sterilization of the hospital potential infectious waste.